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1, EaT:REY DIRPCEE OF TEE 509TH COMPOSITE GRCUP
Barly ik Jups, 125, this heodguartarg wrad ipfermd oma Atsnds Decb
would ha ovailable for uno ggalnat the omomy on & iugunet 1945. oo Felmasy
liziting feelor waa mroduntions By 5 Auzust 1545, 6l) nea in rosdinooss 9
fmitizre the firot Atosie Havd aztask in tlo Rintory of thoe wacld, dho boay
wea Tealy, spathor men aslisfastory, and bip corofully selosted erew gy zall
troalned. (Ses Roport Humber 1, BOGth (ompoaite Group, Rl 1, percgvalh fw)
o, TAAGHTS SEIEQTED FOR ATTAGL
Ly DPrimocy Torgot: 90.30 = Hircahims Than Induatrial ATdlds
AP 063055, AP Refersmco: XXI Bembeo Iitzo
Mosale Hiroshima Aren, ho, 90.30 = Grben.
B, Sasondery Torget: 90.34 - 168 Kokurs Arsenel cad Qity.
AP 104002, AF Reforence; IXI Boulom 11tk
Meaale Kolwe Azooual, Ho. 90434 = 160,
o, Tertiary Torgot: 90.36 - Negosekl Urban Aves, AP 114061
_ AP Befarsnce: 4T Bordom Litho Voo ¢
Hognaakl Aren, Mitsublobl Stoal end Avno
Werks, Hoe 3036 - 5hb.
waathor airereft ymro dispatehed to all thres tovgsts to reloy PER LT u e A

mather Taroesst boael o tho atrile foreo. Hosaver, sicea it wes oo Lesirioblo

that the primery be hit 1 posalble, rathar than the other twe asaignod LOSSAIS,



EXTRACT FROM PAGE 41 from 508th COMFPOSITE GF, ATOMIC
BOME MIZSIONS, 1945 (2-5438-1)
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3. FEASUNS FIR TANGET SAIEGTION PRI ?ﬁ; _m- e,
Betbn s b eniy

Of the four cities sot ssids for Atonds En:..'b i ta-:.k it gota wes dizeprdad ;
Tecauwse 1t was ao posrly lajd out fur thin gort of on etteek - The Indusirield con-
contration aad the mairlanthlwpai\l fagtory srens warae selativoly widely sedarnted,
Of the -ﬂth.;lii"thl‘[lﬁ._ Hagqfnﬂr};.. im*gin pocresat of the lﬂ,}rﬂuta, ard it lLed o rrisonar—

'
(e q’ﬁ?ﬁﬂhﬁi i‘l Em; #it was mada tertiory, 'I'hu ::rth*‘.:mtm Hircabiza pad folure -
ware well leid cut end ralatively importemt, but Eokurae hed o prisoner of =ed cempe

and Hiroshims bed none to cur xnowledge: so Hiroshime was oade tha HARIEY, L e 3
..... - — e N

- o o e e



"E— L

instructions wore given to the atriks uhm";.tt to pass olose enough tromaslves
to the primery targoet, repgordlass of the wosther alrearaftis breadgasta, to ine
awre that o visunl bombing appoertunity on the priwsary was not missed, liowawvar,
oftor that chook, the strike oireraft wora to procssd to gither tho escondory
ar tortiery, dopending on thoe wanthar alrsraft,

Altbough the beomb hed a vory axtansive MEA, bacouass 1t pas ”t; axpet iva
6nd baceuso tha importeant oreos of tho wrben targots wore ao goneantratald, e ma
essential thot visual boching be sccomplishod o make tha attoek affiziont, Redar
%¥oe to bo used a3 an eid, but if A visup theek oa Lo torget-plgbting e robicn
cculd pot bo mnde wisa the lordon tombglebt, t1o wow nns to brinz thse bosd best
o bogo. To perxit thu evow additionnl chines of ebtalniag & vlawal afgntin:

cprrttion, tmo tergets, din wedition to tao Prioare, wore oo ispad,

amee tt

o
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An far tha targ -t im:l;.“ﬂimuhha was hiuh.‘w hn:pﬂrtunt o8 o indusecial
tergets. Irlor to this n‘..tu-:l;. Hiroghime ranked &3 the lergost city in ks Japacose
bome land (except Kyote) which rexaimsd undamaged following o wave of H5-29 incondlosy
otrikea. Tho eity bod & population of 34,000 in 1940.

1% i3 on ermy cify - headquarters of the 5th Divisicn ond o primery rost of

embériotitn. Thoe ootire northocsters and cestorn aidos of tho city ero militony



Tondds Fromioent in the northecentral pert of the ity srs the areyy Divialop
Boadquarters marked by tha Hiroshima Castls, numarous bareas:is, admindstration
buildings end erdpancs atore honses. In vdditlon, there sra the following im.
portent pllitery torzats,

A« Ay Recapticn Centar

Be ILarge Military Airport

Ce Aray Ordacncs Dapat

D.  Army Clothing Depot

E. Army Food Dopot

Fe Irdze Tort and Dook ATea

G Sevarsl Ship Yerds and Ship Building companies

He Jnpor Stonl Jompany

I, Roilresd Morahalling Torda

¥ Humarous sdreraft Component Forda Fastories

The faet that BHiroahims wma u::dnmaaed mads it en ddeal targt. This weg
deezed becasaary 4 sascas serrestly the demags which gould be inflietad by the
Atomie Bombs Tha size of Hiroshims was epother impovtant foctor fn 4o salgction,
Aceording to praliminary dote, it was beliavsd that the refdiun of deqreo which
eculd be inflicted by the Atomic Bomb was 7500 fest, By plosinz the etinirg noing
in the conter of tho elty, the circls of prospagtive doemogy covered nloont the
ontirs cros of Biranhima with tha exeopticn of thy deck srem to the zoti,
4o VURITIOS
Ono (1Y Atorde Bece,

S« VIGATIRS PIAN
(a0 Roport Mudber 1, 50%9th Compoaite Groud, pace §, parssraph La)



£. EBEXNERARDTFAS PLAW
(%ra Faport Hueker 1, 509th Comporita Gpoup, Page 6, persspseh 2.)

e PATAE BT
{fee Renort Hinber 1, S09th ooovosite Group, pege %, perasrark 2.)

£. TLICHT FUGTHVERS FLAN
{far: Peprrt Wukar L, 50%th Cosnoslta Graun, !:ufn ¥y raveeraph 4. )

?i Etﬂt'h
HNene
1%, FIGUTER LETORT
[fane
Ll %% "R FTECLE
Tarselily thla Tmelion 0 arroepad Ty Ving Hepdenppters, bad due o tho
Veerdenon of =his eqemrtion, 205k Adr Fores Headrwr Liva sea peeerc mentn Sap

Vear vEntens Toerr crepnntlon vms teten oo nroerlde soarlete nir o for refen
Prellitle s mo ket one unterprd ineddent vould ned Jengardizt i e retien
A o1l s itmntiten .
1, °OTRIRTE FOTOE
A - ooy Pewhing, 2 oheerving.
L7, 5vrman PLAY TGS OPTRATIONE
fis I apder W rrevwond Inderfermmes wlth the nilnek all Frisddr ni=ee Tt
Lo ppiraztod Be atey .r..‘: lonst S0 mlles pupy from tevpet arens Tor Cour Moorn
rebep te strdibke tlme,  And iIn order 4o proteet Prlemdly alrevsfy fros il |
timeat infinite woount eof redlo setiviiy in the lrmediafs treo ebove tim !’,",-'5‘1{,‘:-:
gien, thor vere rertrieled frar ontering the A0-mile arce for 2ir houres £25hes
tha nifzek, The m:'t.-a.trﬂrn photo girerslt wore pormitted In the Aren Towr

lour: 2 Ger tle eftick, teccuse they hnd had dreciol Trisfilne.
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Es In ixder to hevo the atitack go off on the dey planmed in spite of
peasible abert of the bonbing airplone, a spare ship weas gieticned st Iws Jima,
where there woa also s pit for unloeding awd relosding the Atomic Bomb,

C. Woather; Tires airoraft whick will be diaputched ona to ench target
8% such a tims £s to be sble to relay, from their nssipred terget, tie termot
wathor farspnet foo striks time, dreadcasting the mesesge betwven Q5084 wrd
060315K,. This will emabia strike force to sslost oither the sagmdery or tedtiscy
target in tha event the Irimery is found to be covered by oloudn, Eachk woilar
oircreft will have aboard a woanther observer furnished by the 313tk wing.

D. Fost 3%rike Fhotorrophys Qulhe, 509tk Oroup, will be rogpordibds foro
trlefing ond dispatebing iwo F-13 A/C. These sireroft will not onter targeb woc
until four hours after bosbo oway, To imsure this ochaduls is meintainod i -
is:3 of whethor the striks forgo hea to meke e3e of ks apora oirersfs ot Iwo Tima
or noty the photo elreraft will be required %o ohoek in with the groumd stetiena
2% Both Tinian and Iwo Jime to obtaln olearince to procced [mst Imo Fims. If
thosa photo elreraft 40 oot receive notification of which target hos boen bamtad,

they wlll photograph oll three targets.



